
BASIC SEARCH
Basic search functionality, located at the top of the home page and individual 
Journal pages, allows users to search across of full database of research by all dates 
utilizing keyword, topic, author, or article name (see below for additional detail on 
how to use these searches).

Search terms will be scanned across all article fields, including author, title, abstract, 
full text, and bibliography

To perform searches across only a specific article field, please utilize Advanced 
Search detailed below.

ADVANCED SEARCH
Advanced search functionality, found in the link below the Basic “Search” button, 
allows users to make searches specific to article fields, including author, title, abstract, 
full text and bibliography.

	 	 Radio buttons on these options allow users to target searches to include 
any of the words in the query (equivalent of an OR joiner), all the words 
(equivalent of an AND joiner) and the exact phrase in the query (equivalent 
of enclosing the search term in quotation marks)

	 	 You can search the entire date range for each of our publications (the 
default) or can limit keyword and author searches to a specific range of 
publication dates

Keyword search 

Keyword searches can be performed on full text, on title and abstract, on title 
only, or on bibliography only. The default setting brings results containing any 
of the search terms entered. You can force a search of the exact phrase using 
the “exact phrase” radio button or using quotation marks around the search 
term.

Author search 

In the “Author” field, enter the last name of the author, followed (optionally) by 
the first and middle initials. Author searches can be tricky: If the author’s last 
name is a multipart string, such as “de Castro” or “O’Leary”, for example, you 
should search the full multipart last name. If the name includes characters 
beyond those used by the standard English alphabet (such as letters with 
accents, umlauts, or other diacritical marks), you may need to use wildcard to 
get results.

SEARCH OPTIONS



ALL OUR SEARCH FUNCTIONALITY UTILIZES BOOLEAN SEARCH
Basic useful Boolean terms include AND, OR, NOT, and ( ). These terms are used to 
connect the words in a search. They can be used by themselves or in combination 
to specify your search terms. Although Boolean terms can be used in the “Author” 
field (with last names only), they are most commonly used in keyword searches.

	 	 Words within a keyword field are assumed to be connected by AND unless 
otherwise specified

	 	 The OR connector is not often used since it is the default expression between 
terms. However, it can be helpful in organizing a complex query

	 	 The AND connector limits the search results to articles that contain all of terms 
that are connected by AND. For example, a search for “ESG SRI” will return all 
articles that contain both the terms “ESG” and “SRI”. Inserting an OR statement 
– ESG OR SRI – creates a broader query that would look for articles that 
contain either ESG or SRI or both terms

	 	 The NOT term can be used to exclude articles containing certain terms. 
For example, if you wanted to search for articles about ESG but that do not 
reference SRI, the search would be constructed as ESG NOT SRI

STEMMING, WILDCARDS AND SPECIAL CHARACTERS

Our search uses a “stemming” mechanism to find words similar to the ones you 
enter. For example, a search on quant may turn up articles containing similar words 
such as quantity and quantitative. To disable stemming, force an exact match by 
enclosing each individual term in quotation marks.

In some cases, stemming may not be enough, and you may wish instead to use 
a wildcard search. For example, a search for index* will return articles containing 
index, indexed, and indexing; a search for phospha*will return articles containing 
phosphatase and phosphate.

	 	 Wildcards can also be used to truncate words before non-English characters 
such as an umlaut (ü) or an accent (é). In many cases these characters 
cannot be searched natively but the character can be replaced with the * 
symbol in the word to allow for searching


